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PoLtITIcAL. 


Ton Navavibhdkar, of the 28th April, thus concludes an article 

on the debate which took place in the House 

— of Lords on the 10th March last, relating to 
the Afghan war :—It appears from an address made by General Roberts on 
a late occasion in Afghanistan that fear of Russia is the true cause of 
this war. Once before in 1839, the same cause produced the first Afghan 
war. Itis now about 40 years since that event took place, yet Russia has 
not had the courage to touch the frontiers of India. Where are the 
Russians even now? If Russophobia is the true cause of the presence 
of the British army in Afghanistan at the present moment, then this war can 
only be compared with that which the lion in the fable is said to have waged 
against his own shadow. , | 

2. The Dacca Prakash, of the 4th May, gives a lone account of the 

ia tite dae circumstances that have led up to the Zuly 
; war, and concludes by observing that it 
behoves Government to consider the justice or otherwise of the policy 
followed by Sir Bartle Frere towards the Zulu king and shape its action 
accordingly ; otherwise there will be a reproach on its good name and 
reputation for enlightenment. 

3. The Sahachar, of the 5th May, contains a long article, extending 
over five columns, onthe Russian system of 
government. The writer dwells on the 
oppressions committed on the people in Russia, the cruel despotism of the 
Czar, the absence of the liberty of the press, the wholesale transportations 
to Siberia, the secret police, and the ever-existing discontent of the subjects 
who are constantly plotting against the life of the Emperor. Consider- 
ing the little influence possessed by the Czar over his people and the 
deplorable condition of the Russian exchequer, his efforts to extend the 
empire must be regarded as extremely unreasonable, while his desire to 
cope with the British lion is simple rashness. Russia is not worthy of com- 
parison with any civilized country. We are happy under the British rule. 
May it last for ever! May India always remain in the hands of England. 
“We- have nothing to do with Russia; we are not her enemy. But we give 
her a bit of friendly advice. Let her first set her own house in order, and 
then it will be time enough to look forward for conquests. England is 
heaven while Russia is hell. 

4. Referring to the increased interest and anxiety shown by the 
British public in the present financial con- 
= dition of the Indian Government, the Ananda 
Bazar Patrikd, of the 6th May, observes that the Afghan and the Zulu 
wars have caused not a little uneasiness in England. But fear of Russia 
is troubling the British public more. It is true that a friendly feel- 
ing now subsits between England and Russia, but such friendships 10 
Europe are often the precursors of war. With a people among whom 
selfishness constitutes the principal motive of action, friendship is n0 
the same thing that it is with us. The present Emperor of Russia 1, 
however, a perfect gentleman ; ‘and he, it is likely, will always seek to avoid 
a war with England. 

5. The'same paper thus observes, in reference to tie alleged willingness 

aes of Yakub Khan to make peace with the British 
KegcPosed negotiations with Yakub (Government. If Yakub Khan is really will- 
ing to make peace, it will be well to both 

parties. But the question arises, what is the extent of Yakub’s influen¢ 
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., Afghanistan? However unpopular:and. oppressive Shere Ali may have 
woh one dared to senilen bis authority. The same cannot be said 
of Yakub. The Afghans, as a people, have not yet recognized him 
a3 the Amir; there are also other claimants to the throne. His rule 
will not, therefore, be free from troubles; nor will the British be freed from 
anxiety by simply making peace with him. They will be obliged to keep 
a large army in Cabul. Yakub will also probably agree to surrender a 
orticn of his territories to the British Government, as also to admit 
British Residents into the chief towns of Afghanistan, although, as regards 
the latter matter, he may not guarantee the safety of the Residents. — He 
may agree to all this, knowing well that the poverty and unhealthiness 
of the country, the untamed character of the people, and the constant harass- 
ment which the British troops must experience at the hands of the hill tribes 
will ultimately lead the former to evacuate Afghanistan. In all this, we do 
not see that any advantage will result to the British Government. The 
early cessation of hostilities, however, will be welcome to Government, as it 
will put a stop to the vast and wasteful expenditure that is being incurred 
for the purposes of the war. 


Pusric ADMINISTRATION. 


6. The Navavibhdkar, of the 28th April, writes along article on British 

, icc taiiae rule in India. The system of administration is 

che of he Government of ina. almost perfect, and the people are exceedingly 
happy. They enjoy security of life and 

property, and facilities of communication by land and water; crime has 
decreased ; there has been an expansion of commerce. The whole empire 
has been, as it were, made a mirror in the hands of the rulers. They can 
from their retreats in the hills control and guide the public affairs. So 
much for the system of administration. - If, however, the policy of the Govern- 


ment had been equally good as the former, we would have experienced in the — 


present time the fabulous happy reign of Rama. This is, however, not the case. 
While the system of administration has made a steady progress, the policy 
which underlies it has been alternately progressive and retrograde. Sometimes 
it is very liberal; again the very reverse of this. This is, of course, due toa 
change of Viceroys every five years. The policy of Government becomes 
liberal or selfish, favourable to the children of the soil or adverse to them, accord- 
ing as the Viceroy is liberal or narrow in his views. This arrangement is 
not beneficial to our interests, and steady progess is not practicable under it. 
Hence it is, that we would have a son of Her Majesty, or some.other impartial 
and competent person, appointed as the permanent ruler of India. 


7. The same paper is gratified to notice that a new Criminal Pro- 
cedure Code Bill has been turned out by the 
Legislature. After explaining its scope and 
contents, the editor asks Government not to hastily pass it into law, as that 
would occasion many errors. ‘This was the case with the Civil Procedure 
Code, which was hastily passed into law because Sir Arthur Hobhouse was 
determined to have this done before he left for England. Protests and 
objections were not heeded; and the result was that hardly had Sir Arthur 
left these shores than the necessity of amending the Act was felt. The 

imitavion Act also labours under the same disadvantage. This state of 
things is only due to the precipitancy of the Legislature. It is exceedingly 
to be regretted that, in utter disregard of the evil consequences which follow 
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tom their action, the Legislature is flooding the country with a multiplicity 
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of laws. The following points in the-Criminal: Procedure Céde Bill sré thes 
referred to:— ee : : 

(1.) The enlarged meaning given to the words “ European British 
subject.” Since there is an invidious distinction made in the matter 
of administering criminal justice between a Native and Huropean, we do nog 
approve of such expansion in the meaning of the words “ Kuropean British 
subjects,” as would include many under the expression who were not included 
before ; | 

(2.) The power proposed to be given to an officer of police, &c., to forte 
open any door or window of a house where he may get himself confined. jp 
seeking to arrest any person. ‘This is likely to lead to an increase of illegal 
actions ; Fee 

(3.) The provisions relating to the “legal opposition which may be 
offered for the purpose of self-defence” should be clearly worded ; 

(4.) The provisions regarding the time during which, with the excep. 
tion of certain offences, complaints will be admissible are sound. These will 
put a stop to much harassment and prevent needless anxiety ;_ 

(5.) The provisions relating to the cross-examination of the witnesses 
for the prosecution, as laid down in the Bill, will place the plaintiff at an 
undue advantage over the defendant ; 

(6.) The list of offences which may be compounded will prove very 
useful. 

8. The following observations are extracted from an article in the 
Bharat Mihir, of the 29th April, regarding 
| the Commission recently appointed to con- 
sider the means of improving the present Rent Law of Bengal:—We 
thank Sir Ashley Eden for the patience he has shown in the matter of the 
proposed Rent Law. As remarked by this paper from the first, there should 
be no haste in such important matters. No one would deny that on some 
pe the present Rent Law stands in need of modification ; and the means 

y which His Honor seeks to accomplish this could not be too highly spoken 
of. The public have confidence in the members of the Commission, who, it 
is hoped, will proceed with their work with due circumspection. It 
not, however, clear why the members should have been all chosen fromthe 
ranks of the public service. The Commission would have claimed more 
respect had it been composed of representative men from the classes of land- 
lords and tenants and men of independent views. The subject of rent law is 
one of the most important and closely connected with the vital interests of this 
province, and, in dealing with it, at least two more natives ought to have 
been appointed to the Commission. 
| 9. We cull the following remarks from another article in the same 
paper headed the “ Administration of Civil Justice in Eastern Bengal :”—The 
errors into which an experienced officer like Mr. Lyall, the late Magistrate 
of Dacca, has fallen, when writing about the administration of civil justice in 
Eastern Bengal, have confirmed us in the notion that, however long European 
officers may have lived in India, owing to the difference in the style of their 
living, and the force of habit, very few of them are really found to know any- 
thing about the internal condition of the country. Their ignorance of the 
forces that secretly mould society is indeed somewhat intelligible, but 
there hardly exists any excuses for ignorance on the part of an intelligent 
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and experienced officer respecting the plain procedure of the law courts. 


We would not have written such a lengthy preamble if it had been 3 
difference of opinion with an inexperienced officer; but this error, on the part 
of Mr. Lyall, has really struck us with surprise. The writer then refers 10 
the positions severally taken by Mr. Lyall, Mr. Geddes, and the High Court 
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fect of rent disputes, and the alleged ‘delay in the disposal of 
ge sy the Moonsife’ Courts in Eastern Bengal, as set forth in the 
correspondence recently published in the Culeutta Gazette, and pro- 
ceeds to remark as follows:—We, too, admit that a certain amount of 
delay occurs in the disposal of rent suits, and that: they are not disposed 
of as speedily as they ought to be. It is for this reason that the 
semindars have, for a long time past, demanded a summary procedure 
for the recovery of rents. Mr. Lyall has not been able to clearly account for 
this dilatoriness in the disposal of rent suits. No one, of course, will com- 
plain that the evil has been thus exposed ; ‘but there is. room for difference 
of opinion respecting the. causes which have brought this about. Well, at 
the outset, we can affirm in the clearest possible language that the Moonsifs 
are not responsible for this delay. Ifa comparison were made between the 
number of rent suits and the number of Moonsifs, the latter would at once 
extort our admiration. It would then be seen that in point. of ability, 
industry, and patience, no other class of public officers can come up to them. 
In the course of his speech in the Legislative Council, Mr. Mackenzie paid 
them a well merited compliment, every letter of which was echoed by the 
newspapers of the country. The number of additional Moonsifs recently 
appointed by Sir Ashley Eden is not, however, sufficient for the purpose. 
We have observed, for along time past, that the existing ig) pogo of 
the Moonsifs should be curtailed and their number increased. Until the extent 
of jurisdiction is reduced, no real improvement will take place. Take, 
for example, the case of Western Mymensingh, where there are four moon- 
sifees, namely, Tangail, Pingna, Jamalpore, and Sherpore. Now, under the 
new arrangement, the High Court has appointed one additional Moonsif to 
Tangail. There should, therefore, be a redistribution of jurisdictions and 
increase of courts. As there is not much work in either Sherpore or Pingna, 
this may be conveniently done. Of the 30 additional moonsifees sanctioned, 
25 only have been created up to this time. It behoves the High Court to 
allot. the remaining five to districts where the work is vast, and to make a 
revision of jurisdiction. Mr. Lyall’s suggestions, however wrong some of 
them may be, are not all to be lightly passed over. Mr. Lyall has no suffi- 
cient evidence to support his allegation that in all disputes connected with 
rent the Moonsifs are rather prepossessed in favour of the tenant. Unless 
there be some serious dispute between the landlord and tenant, no litigation 
ever takes place; and this dispute is occasioned by various causes. It is a 


eg 


u 
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fact, however, that no one readily goes to law. According to the High 


Court, such disputes take place on the occasion of transfers of holdings, or 
whenever the zemindar seeks to enhance the rents. The supposition is not 
wrong. No one, of course, would deny that an enhancement of rent should 
keep pace with an enhancement of profits. But if the rent is sought to be 
enhanced in disregard of constitutional means, and by means of compulsion, 
disputes are brought about. We are, of course, fully aware that the position 
of a plaintiff, especially of one in a suit for enhancement of rents, is one of 
great difficulty. We know instances of rent suits in which, owing to slight 
technical flaws in the writing and serving of a notice, the plaintiff lost his 
sult five times successively. Suits for enhancement of rents are really harass- 
ing. But how are the courts to blame for this? They regulate their work 
by certain rules which are made applicable in all cases, and cannot be 
expected to apply new rules to meet the requirements of every new case that 
may arise. In not afew cases, the suit on the part of the landlord is based on 
false representations. To support the plea for an enhancement, jama-wasil- 
vakee papers are forged, and évidence on this behalf is not wanting. The 
plaintiff’s pleader rests his case on these ; the Moonsifs, however, could not rely 
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( 6 ) 
on auch evidence’ without injuring many a poor defendant.’ -The Writer 
would strongly protest against the proposal of Mr. Lyall to transfer Suits 
for enhancement of rent to the Collectorate Courts; nothing could he 9 
greater misfortune to both landlords and tenants than this. The Deputy 
Collectors, being above law, would decide these cases just as they pleased, 
For proof of this we may refer to the instance of Mr. Nolan and to that of 
Mr. Lyall himself. The editor promises to take up the other points ip 
Mr. Lyall’s report in a subsequent issue. ey | 

10, In protesting against the abolition of the cotton duties at this 

sii sbiitidicn Uh ee tila lind time of financial difficulty, the Rangpore Dik 
ee '  Prakdsh, of the 1st May, makes observations 
similar to those noticed in paragraph 15 of this report. 

11.. Government, observes the Sddhdrant, of the 4th May, could, 
if it was so minded, improve the state of the 
Exchange, and thus save the people from the 
loss thereby occasioned. And this is a clear duty of Government. But 
for the last few years it has neglected this duty, and acted as though it did 
not see the ruin that was coming upon the country. It may be indifferent to 
our commercial interests ; but there cannot be a doubt as to the necessity of 
its seeking to establish a constant and fixed relation between the values of 
silver and gold. The British Government, however, remains idle in this 
matter, because England and India are different countries, forgetting the fact 
that a country which pays a third of its total revenue to another is, although it 
may be separated from the latter by a great distance, for all practical purposes 
to be regarded as one with it. England will act as though she did not see 
this; and hence the miseries of India. The subject, however, has now 
become so serious as to attract the attention of Government. : 

12. In continuing the subject to another article, the same paper regrets 
the indifference which is manifested by the 
people respecting the poverty of this country. 
The peasantry of Bengal are now spoken of as having grown in wealth, an 
assertion which is perfectly erroneous. It is, however, gratifying to note 
that while natives themselves are thus apathetic concerning a matter which 
affects their vital interests, it is receiving an increasing attention from able 
and far-seeing Englishmen, such as Mr, Knight and Professor Fawcett and 
others. The ministry, too, seem to have realized the true State of matters; 
although they carnot, for fear of losing their prestige, give out their convic- 
tions. This is clear from their willingness to grant loans to the Indian 
Exchequer. As to the Exchange difficulty, the editor fully agrees in the 
—* put forward by the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce on the 
subject. 

13. Referring to the Commission appointed to report upon the Rent 
Law of Bengal and other matters connected 
therewith, the Dacca Prakdsh, of the 4th 
May, observes that the patience and circumspection with which Government 
has set about this task, and its willingness to listen to public opinion, Jead 
us to hope that the new Rent Law, when passed, will be a faultless measure. 
If, after so much consultation and discussion, it still remains a deformed 
piece of legislation, the fault can only be attributed to the ill luck of the 
Bengal landlords and tenants. 

14, The same paper observes, in reference to the recent resolution of 

Government ‘Resolution on the @OoVvernment on the reduction of expenditure, 
reduction of expenditure. that there cannot be any doubt as to the 
necessity, on the part of Government, of putting forth efforts in this 
direction. ‘There are many things on which Government is expending 
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> like water; and yet the public do not-reap any good from ithem. 
pgeticos reduction of capenditire on such works, of the high salaries paid 
to its officers, and of the military charges would place the exchequer above 
the necessity of opening loans. It is, however, feared by some that, instead 
of attending to these prominent matters, the attention of the rulers will only be 
directed to the salaries of ill-paid native officers. We hope that Government 
will use means to dispel this erroneous apprehension. What, however, 
greatly strikes us in this connection is that, while Government has, on 
the one hand, embarked upon expensive wars on a slight pretext, it has, 
on the other, prohibited even the smallest outlays by local Governments 
on the construction of public works. This policy passes our comprehension. 
15. The abolition, remarks the Sahachar, of the 5th May, of the 
, cotton duties by the Government of India at 
abreansu the instance of Manchester is now found to 
have been a great blunder. The measure has been universally condemned 
both in England and India—even by the London Ztmes and the Allahabad 
Pioneer,the advocates of Government in the press. The measure has 
benefited the selfish merchants of Manchester and not the people of India. 
- Parliament, indeed, directed the abolition of these duties; but this was to be 
done only when the state of the finances would allow it. The present is the 
most inopportune time for effecting their repeal. The recurrence of famines, 
the burden of taxation under which the people are groaning, and the expenses 
of the Afghan war, all these combined, have made the times really hard. The 
editor, in conclusion, asks Lord Lytton to rectify the wrong that has been 
committed. | 
16. The same paper remarks that if there was any necessity of reduc- 
Government Resolution on the re. ing the public expenditure, the army charges 
duction of expenditure. should first of all be reduced, but this is not 
to be. If His Excellency the Viceroy really desires economy, let him first 
set the example. Let the expenditure incurred for sojourn in the hills, &c., 
be reduced. Retrenchment should begin here. We do not believe that 
Sir John Strachey is working with a view to economy; he has made 
the proposal in order that he may be able to strengthen the hands of the 
ministry. It is extremely unfair to govern this country according to the 
exigencies of party in England. No other Governor-General would agree 
to this. The chief merit of Lord Lytton is that he is ever submissive to 
the orders of his superiors. This must, of course, be gratifying to the 
Premier ; but the Indian tax-payers do not approve of this policy. 
17. The recent resolution of Government, remarks the Ananda 
Government Resolution on the re. -D@2ar Patrikd, of the 6th May, on the neces- 
duction of expenditure. sity of making a reduction of expenditure, 
dees not apply to the army charges, although it is here that the greatest 
extravagance is noticeable. It is strange that while Government is in such 
extreme need of funds, the cotton duties were readily abolished. The effect 
of this resolution will be that a number of native clerks will be deprived of 


va ~_— of their livelihood, and the prosecution of necessary ‘public works 
opped. 


LOCAL. : 


18. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 29th April, has been informed that the 
proceeds of the license tax in Mymensingh this 
year are Rs. 1,46,167, The editor remarks :-— 
Let Government compare the actual receipts with the income estimated from 
the tax, and it will have some idea of the oppression that has been committed 
upon the people. | | 3 


The license tax in Mymensingh. 


SAHACHAB, 
¢ May 6th, 1879. 


SAHACHAR. 


Amwanpa Bazar 
PaTRIKA, 


May 6th, 1879. 


BuaraT MiutR, 
April 29th, 1879. 


bi 9 ‘= Be 
ge 


Brarat Mrute. 


April 29th, 1879. 


Buarat MinHIR. 


MURSHIDABAD 
PaTRIKA, 


April 25th, 1879. 


NAVAVIBHAKAR, 
April 28th, 1879, 


Awanpa Bazar 
PaTRIKA, 


May 6th, 1879. 


Be ge Pe 
. ms eS eae 
he a, 
'( ) 


19. Writing on the subject of the operation of the license tax in the 

The license tax in Mymensingh and district of My mensingh, two correspondenta of 
Tangail. the same paper make observations simila ¢, 
those noticed in paragraph 24 of our last report. They further refer to the 


corruption and bribery which prevail in almost every public office in thi, 
district among the subordinate amlah. at fed 
20. Another, writing to the same paper, fears that if the Moonsif of 


Pingné be ordered to periodically hold his 
court at Tangail, in addition to his other duties 
considerable inconvenience and trouble will accrue to the suitors. The 
Moonsif will be overworked, while at Pingna arrears will accumulate. 


The Moonsif of Pingna. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


91. We extract the following paragraph from the Murshidabad 
Patrikd, of the 25th April:—It is upon the 
Aus crop that the poorer classes and the agri- 
culturists chiefly live, while they grow the amun and other crops for the use 
of the mahajuns and other well-to-do people; and as though this was the 
intention of Nature, the avs is produced in the earlier part of the year. The 
harvest is reaped after sixty days from the time of sowing. This year, hov- 
ever, tha drought in the month of Chaitra has destroyed all hopes of this 
crop on the low lands, Almost half of Baishakh has passed away, and yet 
not a drop of rain has fallen. What horrible sins have brought all this 
about! When Providence becomes adverse, it is hard to mend matters by 
employing artificial means. 

99. ‘We have this week received the first number of the Navavibhadkar a 
' new weekly paper published in Bengali in 
Calcutta, and resembling, in appearance, the 
now defunct Som Prakash. The conductors propose to discuss all topics, 
whether political, social, religious, or literary from an independent point of view. 
Politics, however, will occupy the greater portion of the editors’ time. They 
have not been daunted by the passing of Act 1X of 1878, or depressed by the 
premature death of certain of the leading vernacular newspapers. Firmly 
believing that the newspaper is almost the only means existing in this 
country whereby the rulers may be kept informed of the wants, grievances, 
and wishes of the people, and that thus it is a powerful auxiliary of good 
government ; and considering that the Vernacular Press Act, although it has’ 
curtailed the liberty of the press to some extent, does not yet anywhere 


The state and prospects of the crops. 


A new paper. 


prohibit independent criticism of public men and measures; and ultimately, 


that Government beset as it is with dangers on all sides at the present time— 
an Afghan war, a Zulu war, a Burmese imbroglio and a famine decimating 
the population by the million, while the finances are in a critical condition— 
really requires our advice, on all these considerations the new paper has 
been ushered into existence. 
23. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 6th May, dwells on oa 
oe ann oe general uneasiness which has been cause 
me ee ee by the continuance of the drought. Formerly 
such things were not altogether unusual, but then the people had no 
become so despondent. The mahajuns used to possess vast stores of cor, 
which they fearlessly lent out to the people confident in the honesty of thet 
own transactions as well asin that of the borrowers. All that has now 
changed. Prices have become high while money is scarce. Partly through 
the faults of judicial officers and of the legislature, and partly owing to altered 
circumstances, the class of mahajuns has almost disappeared. Those that 


are left are reduced in means, and transactions are not safe. Providence 
seems to have become adverse to this country. In spite of a multiplicity of © 
taxes, the exchequer labours under chronic deficits; there is more land now 
under cultivation than formerly, the outturn of crops also is larger, there 
is nevertheless poverty and intense distress. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, mua. & B.3., 


Bengali Translagor. 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 10th May 1879. 
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